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Â  Â  Â The summer of 1908 witnessed the arrival of an unknown space body and an explosion over

the Tunguska forest in Central Siberia that could have flattened any major city on Earth. Most

people think that the Tunguska event was explained long ago by scientists who study meteorites -

that it was either a stony meteorite or the icy core of a comet. But these assumptions are not so

tenable as their supporters would like to think. The Tunguska event remains an enigma in its

second century of existence as perplexing as it has been throughout the past century. And what

Russian scientists have discovered in recent decades is both astounding and reliable, and will

cause some eyebrows to be raised.  Â  Â  Â The Tunguska Mystery is the first truly comprehensive

and popular exposition of this century-long enigma written specially for western readers. It is

objective and pays attention to both conventional and unconventional theories of the Tunguska

space body's origin. Also, this is the only book written in the English language on Tunguska studies

in the former Soviet Union and the new independent states that is entirely based on firsthand

accounts of serious researchers directly engaged in these studies. The book's language is simple,

The Tunguska Mystery is meant not only for specialists, but first of all for any reader who is

interested in the fascinating mysteries of the world we live in. Â  Â  Â  As a reader noted on .com,

the book is "very well written. The illustrations and photographs help the reader to understand the

great importance of this study. I found this book to be a fine addition to anyone's library. Who does

not enjoy a good mystery... a true scientific mystery which may help us someday to protect our

Earth from future Tunguska events. I wish to add that it was very enjoyable from beginning to end,

with a touch of humor and many interesting facts!"
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On June 30, 1908, on a sunny Siberian morning at 00 H 14 M GMT (7:14 am local time) something

exploded in the skies over the Podkamennaya (Lower Stony) Tunguska River in what is now

Krasnoyarsk Krai of Russia. The blast blew out windows 200 km away and was heard more than

800 km from the site. The seismic wave was recorded as far away as Germany and the

atmospheric pressure wave was measured on barographs in London. The nearest eyewitnesses

(30 km to the south-southeast) had their shelter blown away, their local area set afire, and reported

a second sun in the sky. Approximately 2100 sq km of forest was radially flattened and then burned.

At the epicentre, trees remained standing but were stripped of branches - burnt telegraph poles. The

blast occurred at some 6 to 8 km altitude. There is no impact crater.I became fascinated by the

Tunguska Event nearly half a century ago, reading about it in 'Boy's Life' or some such and I am not

alone, as it has become an enduring Global mystery, familiar to hundreds of millions, and a staple of

popular western culture seeking the undefinable. A true X-File. This morning, (26 October 2009) a

Google search on 'Tunguska event' turned up over 59,000 hits. Not surprising for an occurrence

that has been the focus of intense curiosity, speculation and (as Dr. Rubtsov has detailed) an

extraordinary investigative effort by Soviet and Russian scientists over the last hundred years.Dr.

Rubtsov's book is an encyclopedic compilation and a well written precis of the scientific records of

that marvellous research. From the 1921 Kulik expedition searching for evidence of a meteorite

impact (which was not found) to the Centenary conferences held in 2008 to discuss the event (there

were more than half a dozen of them), Dr.
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